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 Thursday June 25: Review DRAFT RUDG v0.2
 Friday July 10: DKP Presents DRAFT RUDG v1.0 at 

FORA Board meeting
 Begins 30-day comment period

 Wednesday Aug 12: FORA Staff returns 
compiled comments to DKP

 Friday Sept 11: Draft RUDG v2.0 presented at 
FORA Board meeting
 Begins 2nd 30-day comment period

 Wednesday Oct 14: FORA Staff returns v2.0 
compiled comments to DKP

 Friday Nov 13: Final RUDG presented

Project Timeline



























































































1994 FORA Act:
 Empowers FORA Board with responsibility of 

making consistency determinations between 
local plans/entitlements and Reuse Plan 

 Zoning authority remains purview of local 
jurisdictions

Ref: Authority Counsel Memo April 2, 2015 
(included in packet)



April 2, 2015, Authority Counsel Memo: 
 Development of RUDG for the Highway 1 Corridor 

(approved 2005), Town & Village Centers, Gateways, 
Regional Circulation Corridors, and Trails are required as 
distinct implementation actions under the Reuse Plan;

 RUDG are to focus on issues of visual quality and 
character;

 RUDG will establish standards for future consistency 
determinations; and 

 RUDG do not override prior/current consistency 
determinations, redefine land use designations, or local 
zoning and General Plans.



Design Principles
1. Create a unique identity for the community 

around the educational institutions
2. Reinforce the natural landscape setting 

consistent with Peninsula character
3. Establish a mixed-use development pattern 

with villages as focal points
4. Establish diverse neighborhoods as the building 

blocks of the community
5. Encourage sustainable practices and 

environmental conservation
6. Adopt regional design guidelines

1997 Reuse Plan: Context & Framework, Vol1, p. 56-61



“Urban design 
guidelines will establish 
standards for road 
design, setbacks, 
building height, 
landscaping, signage, 
and other matters of 
visual importance”

1997 Reuse Plan: Context & Framework, Vol1, p. 61

Design Guidelines



Guideline:
 not a legal term of art with no particular legal meaning
 “a rule or instruction that shows or tells how something 

should be done.” – Merriam-Webster
 Alt. “The (pirate) code is more what you’d call 

‘guidelines’ than actual rules” - Captain Barbossa, 
Pirates of the Caribbean, Curse of the Black Pearl

Key Terms

Source: Authority Counsel Memo April 2, 2015 
(included in packet)



General Plan:
 A statement of policies, including text and diagrams setting 

forth objectives, principles, standards, and plan proposals, for 
the future physical development of the city or county (see 
Government Code Sections 65300 et seq.).

Zoning:
 Local codes regulating the use and development of property. 

The zoning ordinance divides the city or county into land use 
districts or "zones", represented on zoning maps, and specifies 
the allowable uses within each of those zones. It establishes 
development standards for each zone, such as minimum lot 
size, maximum height of structures, building setbacks, and 
yard size.

Key Terms

A Citizen’s Guide to Planning, Governor’s Office 
of Planning & Research, CA 

http://ceres.ca.gov/planning/planning_guide/plan_index.html%23anchor156525


Specific Plans
 A plan addressing land use distribution, open space 

availability, infrastructure, and infrastructure financing for a 
portion of the community. Specific plans put the provisions of 
the local general plan into action (see Government Code 
Sections 65450 et seq.).

 Illustrative Exhibits
 Non-binding Illustration(s) serving to explain a 

design concept

Key Terms



Strategic Economics
Alta Planning + Design

National Charrette Institute
Helix Environmental Planning

Jeff Speck & Peter Katz
Civitas & Pinnacle Advisors Real Estate

UrbanAdvantage

Design Fort Ord
Regional Urban Design Guidelines (RUDG)

Project Update



2014

September 22

February 
2-13

2015

October November 
12-19

project timeline

January May/June Fall

August



Table of Contents

1. Introduction & How to Use 
These Guidelines

2. Regional Guidelines 

3. Corridor Guidelines

4. Vision & Plans                    

5. Appendix
(public process,  economic memorandum)

Design Guidelines



• Street connectivity
• Fronts face front
• Primacy of open    

space & vistas
• Scale of public space 
• Walkable streets

• Legible centers 
• Mix of uses
• Mix of building types
• Context-sensitive trails
• Customized gateways 

draft guidelines

More or less weight can be given to each guideline depending on context 



legal memo 04.02.15



“road design”



Specific types and dimensions

road design and corridors



Specific types and dimensions

road design and corridors



“setbacks”



“building heights”



Specific types and dimensions

setbacks & building heights



“landscaping”



Specific types  

plant species



“signage”



Specific types and dimensions

signage



“other matters of visual 
importance”



Shopfronts and shade structures for walkable areas

pedestrian experience



pedestrian experience

Building-to-street relationship



questions?
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